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Former lIT professor Hem Chandra Gupta becomes UPSC

member

By PTI | 20 May, 2014, 05.33PM 15T

NEW DELHI: Known educationist and former professor of Indian Institute of Technology
(11T}, Delhi, Hem Chandra Gupta has been appointed as member of Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC).

Frofessor Gupta has been appointed on Thursday last for a period of six years or until he

attains the age of 65 years, according to a notification issued today by Ministry of Personnel.

He worked as Assistant Professor between April 1981 and March 1990, as Deputy Director
{Administration) between April 2006 to June 2009, and Professor between March 1990 till
his appointment in the [IT, Delhi. Professor Gupta also was Vice Chancellor of Chaudhary
Charan Singh University, Meerut, between July 2011 and September 2011, among others.
G2-year-old Gupta will have tenure till February 17, 2017

With Professor Gupta's appointment, the Commission is now in full strength. The UFSC,

wihich conducts the prestigious civil services examination to select |AS, IPS and IFS officers,

among others, is headed by Chairman Prof D P Agrawal and ten members.

Rajni Razdan, Allka Sirchi, David R Syiemlieh, Manbir Singh, former CEI Director Amar
Pratap Singh, Former Nawy Vice Chief D K Dewan, Ex-Railway Board Chairman Vinay
mittal, P Kelimsungla and former |AS officer Chhatar Singh are the other members of the
Commission.

Post a Comiment

Krawn educatiomist and former prafessor of [ndian Inshitute of
Techrokgy (IT) Delbi, Hem Chandre Gupla has been
appointed a5 member of Union Pabite Seaice Cammission
(UPsC).
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Finland, lITs, NITs join hands

HOT HUB Finland is actively involved in setting up a joint IT hub with the support of five institutes

AR,

Vandana Ramnani
w vandana ramnani@hindustantimes.com

In an attempt to advance Indo-
Finnish education cooperation,
Finland is planning to set up an
IThub inits Aalto University cam-
pus with the help of the Indian
Institute of Technology (1ITs)
in Bombay. Gandhinagar and
Roorkee and the National Institute
of Technology (NITSs) in Jaipur
and Rourkela to facilitate further
cooperation and staff mobility.
Plans are also afoot to pattern a
similar Finnish ventures in India.
These efforts are being supported
by the Finnish ministry of educa-
tion and culture and the Indian
ministry of hwman resources
development.

An IIT delegation visited
Finland and took part in the
Finnish-Indian higher edu-
cation cooperation seminar
in September 2013 at Aalto
University. Last month, a del-
egation from Aalto University
and other Finnish universities
visited [IT Bombay and made

further commitments for deep-
ened cooperation in the fields
of research, higher education,
design, innovation and entrepre-
neurship, reveals Krista Kiuru,
minister of education and com-
munication of Finland.
Elaborating on the plans,
Mari-Anna Suurmunne, head
of international relations,

Aalto University, says the Indian
MHRD delegation that visited
Aalto University in September
included three directors from
the IITs and two from NITs. The
institute hosted IITs in Bombay,
Gandhinagar, Roorkee and NITs
from Jaipwr and Rourkela. Amita
Sharma, additional secretary
from MHRD led the delegation.

“The overall goal of the visit
was to explore possibilities for
enhanced cooperation both
between ITs and Finnish uni-
versities at large and from our
perspective, between Aalto and
the IITs - a possibility to estab-
lish an II'T hub for Otaniemi was
discussed, but it was agreed that
we will first seek to intensify col-

laboration between our institu-
tions and revisit the issue later
if the established collaboration
would support such a develop-
ment,” she explains.

Inearly April, adelegation of
14 from Aalto University visited
IIT Bombay for a two-day semi-
nar. Workshops were organised
onthemes such as health, design,
management, energy, mathemat-
ics and construction and poten-
tial for further academic collabo-
ration was estimated to be very
good by both sides. Towards
that end, IITs have suggested a
consortium agreement between
IITs and Finnish universities,
especially to support research
cooperation and academic and
student mobility, she says.

The Finnish ministry of edu-
cation and culture will organise
the Second India Round Table
where work on a consortium
agreement will be started in
full force. “We hope to have an
agreement ready next fall, so we
can revisit the issue as things
proceed. We have discussed stu-
dentand staff mobility as well as
forms of research collaboration
as topics to aim for: We will only
start the drafting after the second
round table. The number of insti-
tutes involved is still open at least
for the Finnish side,” she adds.
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UGC chairperson’s retirement plan had HRD ministry’s approval

PressTrustofIndia
» letters@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHE The human resource
development (HRD) ministry
had allowed transfer of retire-
ment benefits of University
Grants Commission (UGC)
chairperson Ved Prakash
before the commission vetted it.

Prakash has been embroiled
in a controversy that the UGC
had allowed transfer of benefits

from his parent organisation
National Council for Education,
Research and Training (NCERT)
to the commission without the
ministry’s approval.

The UGC chairperson wanted
that the NCERT be requested
to pay pension bill to the UGC
as per an HRD ministry rule
of 1992.

Prakash was with the NCERT
before joining the UGC on dep-
utation as vice-chairperson in

May 2009. He was appointed
chairperson in January 2013 till
he attained the age of 65.

In 2012, the HRD ministry,
quoting its 1992 rule for allowing
chalrperson and vice-chalrper-
son to transfer retirement ben-
efits gave approval to Prakash’s
request. The rule gave the top
two functionaries of the UGC
the option of transfer of their
retirement benefits. In the past,
former vice-chairperson SK

Khanna had been a beneficiary
of the rule.

Days before the NDA govern-
ment takes over, HRD ministry
officials have raked up the issue
of Prakash getting retirement
benefits transferred without its
approval.

“The matter of my absorp-
tion in UGC was approved by
the commission in June 2012
and later by the HRD ministry,”
Prakash said. “Subsequently, a

notification of the government
appointed me as the chairman,
UGC, with effect from January
18, 2013 for a period of four years
and four months(ending on May
7,2017) or until I attain the age of
65 years, whichever is earlier.”
Asper Section 6(a) of the UGC
Act, 1956, the chairperson holds
office for a term of five years
or until he attains the age of 65
vears, whichever is earlier
“My absorption, pension ben-

efits after attaining the age of
superannuation with my previ-
ous employer has been regulated
strictly as the per the UGC rules
of 1992. This Kind of similar
option exercised by the former
vice-chairman, Prof SK Khanna
was also approved by the com-
missfon,” he said.

Despite efforts, HRD secre-
tary Ashok Thakur could not
contacted as he was busy ina
meeting.
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What higher education wants from the new government

HT Correspondents
» htspecialprojects@hindustantimes.com

hile the BJP
mulls over
its cabinet
appointments
after a record
win, experts are already draw-
ing up a wishlist for the new
government, The country’s
higher education sector has
dealt with low enrolment
ratios, outdated syllabi, poor
performances in global rank-
ings and slackened placement
numbers in recent years.

The BJP’s manifesto,
released in April before the
elections, touches upon some
of these subjects. Experts hope
that the party stays true to its
promises, and brings about
further significant changes
as well.

Speaking to HT Education,
students and experts draw
up a wishlist of urgent
changes necessary at Indian
institutes, including stream-
lining of approvals, greater
autonomy, industry collabora-
tions and more forelgn univer-
sity partnerships.

Separation of power

The BJP manifesto says
that they want to convert
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) into

a Higher Education
Commission, instead of
just being a grants distribu-
tion body.

“This is a good idea,” says
SS Mantha, chairman, All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE). “The
UGC should be a facilitator
and an enabler, not justa
policeman, as it is now, All
the organisations such as
the UGC, AICTE, universi-
ties and colleges will have to

work in tandem to address
the concerned issues.”

Moreover, giving more
powers to the UGC, in addi-
tion to granting greater
autonomy to deserving col-
leges, may take some load off
the existing universities.

“We have a whopping 700
colleges to administer. This
hampers our efficiency,
which has an impact on per-
formance,” says MA Khan,
registrar of the University
of Mumbai. “We would be
happy to accept a more spe-
cificrole.”

This would mean better
funding and granting pow-
ers to the UGC. “We want
UGC to grant us more funds
for international seminars
and research projects,” says
Manju Nichani, principal,
KC College in Churchgate.

“We need to have more
research centres to be at par
with global institutes.”

Independence

An autonomous status is
another facet that the experts
feel, can uplift the higher
education system in our
country. “Some of the
deserving colleges in the
country should be granted
autonomy to have more
freedom to work around the
curriculum,” says Frazer
Mascarenhas, principal, St
Xavier's College. “In spite of
them being excellent insti-
tutes, they get no academic
freedom to improvise on uni-
versity curricula.”

Foreign collaborations
Aside from these concerns,
collaborations with foreign

WE NEED MORE IMs.

AUTHORITIES TEND TO
FOCUS MORE ON MEDICAL AND
ENGINEERING BUT WENEED
REFORMS IN SOCIAL SCIENCES
ASWELL

ABHEET SETHI, 23, a geopolitics student

COLLEGES DONT NEED

TO HAVE SCHOOL-LIKE
TEACHING METHODS. AT THAT
STAGE, IT SHOULD BE MUCH
MORE PRACTICAL WITH ONLY
REFERENCES TO THEORY

AKRUTI MENON, 19, SYBMM student, MMK

College, Bandra

institutes and industry are
termed as two of the major
mechanisms to pump up the
education sector. “We need to
liberalise the foreign educa-
tion bill and carry out nego-
tiations with the best global
institutes to implement a
mutually beneficial plan,”
says Mantha.

A looK at the Private
Universities Bill should also
be on the agenda. “This bill
is too stringent and doesn’t
allow private universities
to set up branches abroad,”
says Nichani. “This hampers
the healthy exchange of
ideas and knowledge between
nations,” she adds.

While foreign collabora-
tions is an optional approach,
the industry-academia tie up
is the most important to facil-
itate practical education and

employment opportunities in
the sector, say experts.

Apart from these, experts
are expecting the new
government to work on
setting up research and
policy institutes, better use
of technology, transparency
in organisations, new areas
of specialisations and faculty
training to enhance the edu-
cation sector.

Better infrastructure
Students want colleges to have
updated infrastructure, espe-
cially with laboratory equip-
ment, often not repaired or
replaced. “Colleges don’'t need
to have school -like teaching
methods. At that stage, it
should be much more practical
with only references to theory,”
says Akruti Menon, 19, student
of MMK College, Bandra.
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PU to help research
scholars to make
presentations in
other universities

CHANDIGARH: Research Promotion
Cell (RPC) of Panjab University
(PU) held a meeting on the uni-
versity campus here on Tuesday.

PU vice-chancellor (V-C)
Arun Kumar Grover presided
over the meeting. Faculty mem-
bers, including dean, research,
Lalit Kumar Bansal, professors
Sanjay Chhibber, Pushpinder
Syal, C Nagaraja Kumar and
dean, student welfare (DSW),
Navdeep Goyal, participated in
the meeting.

Panjab University Campus
Students Council (PUCSC)
president Chandan Rana, joint
secretary Sunny Mehta, Amanjot
Kaur Dhillon, Himangna, Pooja,
Hina, Amandeep Singh and
Baljeet Singh Bali represented the
research scholars in the meeting.

The V-C discussed problems
faced by research scholars and
shared his vision for their wel-
fare. He said the meeting was
convened to provide a vibrant
and interactive platform between
theresearch scholars and the uni-
versity, and asked RPC to create
a website for them where all
relevant and research-friendly
information be readily available.

Grover further said, “Ideally,
research scholars should be finan-
cially independent so that they
can pursue their research in a
comfortable manner. A mecha-
nism is being worked out to look
into the late receipts of fellow-
ships from sponsoring agencies.”

“Research scholars should
be encouraged to make their
research presentations in other
universities. PU will facili-
tate such initiatives,” Grover
added. HTC
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AICTE gets 21 applications for new institutes

Written by Mihika Basu | Mumbai | May 20, 2014 1:16 am.

http://mbcet.wordpress.com/2014/05/20/aicte-gets-21-applications-for-new-institutes/

The committee has mooted reduction in intake across disciplines and cancellation of second shifts.

Although a state-appointed committee has recommended that Maharashtra does not need any new institute for
professional programmes, taking into consideration current vacancies across technical courses, 21 applications
have been sent to the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) from the state. This comes even as the
Directorate of Technical Education (DTE), Maharashtra have asked the state’s higher and technical education
department to accept the recommendations of the committee.

The committee has mooted reduction in intake across disciplines and cancellation of second shifts. As per the
report, 50.96 per cent engineering institutes, 42.37 per cent architecture, 58.21 per cent management and 85.03
per cent MCA institutes had over 35 per cent vacancies in 2013-14.

But after the AICTE issued a notice, calling for applications for the 2014-15 academic year, DTE too issued a
circular last week, outlining the approval proves of AICTE for new technical institutes. The DTE has called for
hearings for those who have applied — Mumbai and Nashik hearings are scheduled on May 21, while Pune and
Aurangabad are slated on May 22.

The move has been criticised by senior academicians, who said that even though the committee’s report
exposed the weaknesses of the system, the state machinery has acted contrary to its own panel’s suggestions.

“The state-appointed panel has said no more institutes are required as well as no increase in intake capacity in
the existing institutes in any branches. Another committee, headed by DTE last year, had also submitted a report
to the state, suggesting a cap to the number of seats that should be approved, based on the quality of the
institute, covering aspects like infrastructure, teaching staff and opportunities for students, among others. Why
did the state go through the process of appointing a committee, if it had no intention of considering the
problems which have been highlighted and implementing the suggestions?” questioned a senior faculty of an
engineering college, who did not wish to be named.

According to AICTE chairman S S Mantha, the council has received 236 applications in all for starting new
institutes, with a large chunk coming from Gujarat (37), Kerala (26), Andhra Pradesh (23), Maharashtra (21)
and Tamil Nadu (18).

He further said that of the 398 applications received for starting polytechnics, 114 have been approved,
including 11 from Maharashtra.


http://mbcet.wordpress.com/2014/05/20/aicte-gets-21-applications-for-new-institutes/

Page 16 of 18

Corruption slur on NIT Director

Source: Hueiyen News Service

http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=Snipp15..210514.may14

Imphal, May 20 2014 : Democratic Students' Alliance of Manipur (DESAM) has accused Director of NIT
Manipur of corruption in recruitment of teachers in the institute, saying that it has got concrete evidence in this
regard.

Asserting that mentioned of excellent academic background and other criteria in the advertisement for post

recruitment are nothing but an eyewash, the students' body appealed to the chairman and governing council of
NIT Manipur to intervene into the matter and take up necessary action against the erring Director.

Delhi Students Will Soon Receive Lectures From Glasgow

Cities | Press Trust of India | Updated: May 20, 2014 19:11 IST

http://www.ndtv.com/article/cities/delhi-students-will-soon-receive-lectures-from-glasgow-
527575?curl=1400653235

London: The Universities of Delhi and Glasgow have signed an agreement under which the students in Delhi would
receive lectures from Glasgow and vice versa via video-link.

Professor Dinesh Singh, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Delhi, signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Professor Anton Muscatelli, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Glasgow, to formalise their links, a release
by the Glasgow University said today.

Both universities are members of Universitas 21 (U21), the leading global network of world-class, research-intensive
universities for the 21st century.

The U21 AGM (Annual Network Meeting), Presidential Symposium and Student Summit were hosted by the University of
Glasgow over the course of last week, allowing the formal signing of the agreement to take place.

The first venture of this exciting collaboration will kick off in autumn this year when colleagues in Glasgow will use video-
link technology to teach aspects of English literature to students in Delhi. Glasgow students will receive lectures in post-

colonial literature from Delhi.

The project has received a 10,000 pounds grant from the British Council Knowledge Exchange Partnership as well as
support from the University of Glasgow's International Partnership Development Fund.

The first joint project will be in English literature and is to be led by Professor Nigel Leask, Regius Chair of English
Language and Literature in the University of Glasgow's School of Critical Studies and a Fellow of the British Academy.

"There are certain areas for which the English department at the University of Delhi do not have a lecturer, such as
Mediaeval and Renaissance literature, and these are great strengths in our School of Critical Studies," said Prof Leask.

Plans are well advanced to provide video-linked seminars for senior undergraduate students and/or Masters students at
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Delhi with a view to eventually having students at both institutions taught simultaneously.

Professor Leask said: "It is an exciting prospect to have students from two continents exchanging ideas on literature
from Chaucer to Shakespeare."

UGC releases list of 21 fake University in India

Tuesday, 20 May 2014 - 6:40am IST | Agency: DNA
www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-ugc-releases-list-of-21-fake-university-in-india-1989850

Weeks ahead of admission season of the 2014-15, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has identified and
posted on its official website, a list of 21 self-styled, unrecognised institutions in nine states, which are
functioning against the provisions of the UGC Act, 1956.

Uttar Pradesh tops the list with 10 fake varsities while Maharashtra has just one Raja Arabic University, which
is based in Nagpur. All these institutions have been declared as bogus and do not have any right to confer or
grant degrees.

UGC officials said, "Many students are enrolled in these varsities as they are unaware that its a phony. This
facilitates the quacks to continue to run their business."

Interestingly, majority of these varsities have figured in the UGC fake varsity list many a times in the past few
years. However, neither UGC nor any government authority has taken any action to close them down and thus
vulnerable students continue to lose their money and time.

"We have no power to take any action on these centres. The police can take action only if someone lodges a
complaint with them," said a UGC official.

Incidentally, the name of these varsities are often so grand and are so similar to the state-run vasrities, for
example, the Indian Institute of Science and Engineering, New Delhi — is one such university that no one will
even doubts it to be fake, said a professor of Mumbai University.

According to Section 22(1), of the UGC Act, only universities that are established by an Act of Parliament or
the State Legislature or an institution deemed to be a university or an institution especially empowered by an
Act of the Parliament can award degrees.

The degrees that are to be awarded by such universities, should also be listed by the UGC under Section 22(3)
of the UGC Act, 1956. Furthermore, the word 'University' can't be used by any institution other than a
university established by or under a Central or a State Act or a Provincial Act.

State-wise list

Maharashtra

Raja Arabic University, Nagpur

Bihar

Maithili University/Vishwavidyalaya, Darbhanga, Bihar

Delhi

Commercial University Ltd., Daryaganj, Delhi, United Nations University, Delhi, Vocational University, Delhi,
ADR-Centric Juridical University, Indian Institute of Science and Engineering, New Delhi

Karnataka

Badaganvi Sarkar World Open University Education Society, Gokak, Belgaum


http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-ugc-releases-list-of-21-fake-university-in-india-1989850
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Kerala

St. John's University, Kishanattam

Madhya Pradesh

Keserwani Vidyapith, Jabalpur

Tamil Nadu

DDB Sanskrit University, Putur, Trichi, Tamil Nadu.

West Bengal

Indian Institute of Alternative Medicine, Kolkata

Uttar PradeshVaranaseya Sanskrit Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi / Jagatpuri, Delhi., Mahila Gram Vidyapith
Allahabad, Gandhi Hindi Vidyapith, Prayag, National University of Electro Complex Homeopathy, Kanpur,
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose University (Open University), Achaltal, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh Vishwavidyalaya,
Kosi Kalan, Mathura, Maharana Pratap Shiksha Niketan Vishwavidyalaya, Pratapgarh, Indraprastha Shiksha
Parishad, Institutional Area, Khoda, Makanpur, Noida Phase- 11, Gurukul Vishwavidyalaya ,Vrindavan,
Bhartiya Shiksha Parishad, Lucknow, UP (the matter is subjudice)



